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Obedience Study, Life and Death of People’s Temple
Milgram Experiment was conducted by a psychologist by the name Stanley Milgram, which focused on conflicts that occurred between personal conscience and obedience. He inspected thoroughly reasonable actions for genocide actions which were offered by people who were accused at the World War II, Nuremberg War Criminal trials. Defense mechanisms were usually based on following orders from their superiors (by being obedient). By this experiment, Milgram had the intention of investigating how people responded to authority and how obedient to authority they can be (Haslam, Reicher & Birney, 2016).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Milgram performed a task which involved participants being told that they were taking part in an experiment (the scientific experiment), which he used to help people improve their memory. This procedure was characterized by having a teacher and a learner, whereby they were separated by a screen and the learner was asked questions by the teacher in form of word games. When the learner failed the question asked than an electric shock was administered to him or her and the voltage was increased should the learner still answer the question incorrectly. After the teacher has refused to administer a shock to the learner, then the person conducting the experiment gave orders so that the procedure continued (Kaposi, 2017).
These orders given were four in number and if each of the order was not followed, then the person conducting the experiment gave out the next order by saying; "Please continue". Milgram conducted this experiment by carrying out different variations, which gave him results of how people obeyed authority and what they were asked to do (Gibson, 2017). His findings were that people follow orders given to them by an authoritative figure as shown in the experimental procedure. This kind of obedience can lead to an extent of committing murder to a fellow human being. How a person is brought up can influence his or her obedience to authority and their obedience is justified if the authority is based on good morality.
Milgram gave an explanation on the behaviors of people saying that "A person directs his or her actions by taking responsibilities for the results of the actions." This means that the person is responsible for his or her actions. He also stated that "A person allows other people to direct their actions to give responsibility for the consequences person issuing the orders." This means that the person responsible will act as an agent for the peoples' wishes (Laurens, Hanzo & Morchain, 2016).
The life and death of peoples temple is a movie that has a theme of ‘die with a degree of dignity' by Mr. Jim Jones. In this set, death was considered as not a big deal, which was seen as more of a crossing line that protested the conditions of an inhumane universe. This movie depicts how people are so desperate in need of a leader that has all the answers of the universe, and gives people a sense of surrender to his will in accordance to basic survival. Mr. Jones was seen as a man with two faces, first, he was a man who was a trained Pentecostal Minister, and an idealistic person who had mastered the art of public speaking. Mr. Jones established a church in Guyana and the members of his church dedicated themselves to work willingly for more than 20 hours a day, receiving allowances (Wilson, Son, Smith & Grotz, 2016).
His second face was a paranoid sadist, who used to conduct funeral services for dead animals and performed healings. He used to declare that when he has sexual relations with men and women, he actually did it for their benefit and did not encourage cooperation among members of the temple and stating confidently that sexual relationships are selfish. On one instance, he gave out a drink to more than one hundred people and told them that the drink contained poison and that they would all die together. Upon people realizing when nothing happened, then he went on to say that he was conducting a loyalty test. As the church grew more and more in numbers, so did Mr. Jones' paranoia deepened even more. Later a mass suicide followed upon Mr. Jones realizing that he was being followed (Gardner, Sadri & Williams, 2013). This movie has revealed that tragedy was not caused by peoples temple not realizing their goals, but by the peoples' willingness to surrender their reasoning abilities to a person (leader), who was a master manipulator. This type of dependency can happen to any type of group of people not only in a church setting but also other gathering groups.
Personally, I will choose to react differently in the two scenarios (Obedience Study and Life and Death of Peoples Temple). In obedience study, I would not follow authority if the standards set are not morally upright and regardless of the experimental procedure conducted by me. For life and death of peoples temple, it is very easy to follow a manipulator who is charismatic and can command a group of people, but by questioning his or her motives can one be sure in choosing a path to take (Abbott, 2015).
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